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| turned to the children and
exclaimed frantically. It was
one New Year's Eve in Hong
Kong. All of us had dinner in
Hong Kong Island and were
just getting off the Star Ferry,
landing at Tsim Sha Tsui. We
deliberately ate an early
dinner and planned to go back
to our residence before the
crowd started gathering for the
New Year count down. | heard
that the crowd would be huge.
This was the first time we were
celebrating New Year eve in
Hong Kong as a family.

Everything was going as
planned and we had an enjoy-

able time together at the
dinner. We were walking down
the platform, but as we

approached the street, | sud-
denly noticed my husband was
not there. Just a moment ago,
we were walking side by side
and the children were in front
of us. My mind was racing,
“Where is he? Could it be that
he fell off the boat! Stop! That
was imagination gone wild...?"

We only had two cell
phones, one was with me and
the other was with the chil-
dren. That meant we could not
contact him. After the whole
boat-load of people emptied
out and we still could not see
him. | decided to approach the
policemen, who were quite
plentiful on-site, probably for
the upcoming event. | have to
admit that up to this point, |

was the only one getting
tenser by the minute. As
usual, my older daughter was

the calm one, and the younger
one’'s average calmness was
beginning to fade, thanks to
her mother’s great influence.

| must have worn the
look of a crazy woman when |
told the policeman | needed to
report a missing person. The
officer said, “How old is your
child?” | said, “What child? It
is my husband, and he is in his
50's?” The absurdity of my
request probably annoyed him.
He said more time had to
elapse before someone was
considered missing. Sud-
denly, | envisioned the ques-
tion, “What does he look like?”

| looked around the hundreds,
or even thousands of people
hurrying by. All have dark hair

and dark eyes, and almost
everyone was wearing some-
thing in the darker shades.
The answer would probably be,
“He looks like almost all the
men on the streets.” Despite
my franticness, | was suddenly
amused by that thought.

To make a long story
short, it was a very long night:
A night of lost communication
and a journey of trying to get
back home amid a maze of
obstacles of a sea of people,
road blocks and discontinued
transportation options. The
reunion at home brought tears
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of joy (at least for me).

While we were searching for
him, my husband was relax-
ing at the apartment all this
time, wondering what took us
so long to get back.

This incident has
become one of the most
talked-about episodes of our
family travels. The children
remember it well and they
often laugh about it, even
though it was farthest from
being funny at the time.

With the US Presiden-
tial election approaching
and the uniqueness of the
candidates, a lot of people
are following the news of the
candidates with excitement,
seasoned with their own pre-
sumptive ideas about the
nominee. It may not be
politically correct to say it,
but “race” is definitely on a
lot of people’s minds.

When | think back on
that night in Hong Kong, |
suddenly realize how far |
have wandered away from a
society that seems so homog-
enous in their appearance. |
have been living in New
Jersey for over three decades
already. With its close prox-
imity to New York, this is truly
a melting pot of many ethnic
groups and diverse cultures.
It has become strange for me
now to be in a place where
most people look almost the
same. However, it seems
ironic that even during those
teenage vyears, in a very
homogenous society; there
were somehow desires in
equal measures of trying to fit
in and trying to stand out.
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Deep down, we want to fit
in, to feel a sense of belonging
whenever and wherever we are.
We want to mingle with people
just like us. We want to feel
comfortable in our easily identifi-

able communities (real or
virtual). We don't want to be
marginal. In the periphery of

strong communities, when mar-
ginality lies, we tend to feel
ambiguous, alienated. Yet a lot
of artists have turned this mar-
ginal experience into great
works of art, like the origins of
hip hop and jazz. There is a
sense of honesty in their work
and ask us to see things through
the lens of their experience and
perspective. There are a lot of
people of Jewish descent in the
New York metropolitan area. It
is not uncommon to hear voices
of a blurred identity. A lot of
Jews feel their ethnicity but not
their religiosity. Other Jews feel
their history but not their politics.
| heard a Jewish author talked
about how the Jewish and Afri-
can American cultures inter-
sected in the 20th century. They
may on a profound level have a
sense of shared discrimination.
They tried to find a voice to
speak across boundaries of
national and racial barriers. The
African diaspora seem to parallel
the Jewish immigration. Not too
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long ago, people may ques-
tion the authenticity of artist
in a new level, like if you are
a White hip hop artist, you
may not be authentic etc.
Today, people are more
accepting and see a lot of art
form (like hip hop) that tran-
scends its original culture. To
my much younger alumni, |
want to say from my experi-
ence that when vyou are
young and rebellious, when
you feel the polar opposite
pulls of authenticity and mar-
ginality, don’t despair. It is a
growing pain and the experi-
ences will ultimately make
you a better person.

Prejudice exists in
many levels and shades. We
are all nurtured from child-
hood to develop many layers
of prejudice, ever so subtle,
and they pop out effortlessly
just in the right moment of
our daily encounters. No one
likes to be labeled as racist.
Perhaps this is too strong a
word, yet we are all in certain
degree, reject people who
are not like us. There was a
famed American journalist
who once said that while he
was researching the views of
the guests he would be inter-
viewing, he studied as much
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as possible about them, then
immediately, he would enter-
tain the opposites of their
views. | find this approach
quite ingenious. The world is
getting ever smaller through
forces of globalization and
new technologies. Younger
generations are exposed to
many more opportunities to
learn new things. | hope that
young people will seize their
chance to build a better world
and a better tomorrow.

For introverts like me, |
often find myself on a journey
of self-abasement. | hope that
younger alumni will embark on
another kind of journey of
discovery. A grandiose journey
of discovery about themselves
and people of different
cultures and views. We can
accept disparate views without
loosing our own identity. We
need to learn more and judge
less and through mutual
understanding and tolerance;
we all strive to build a better
world. A world where people
see how much we have in
common, that there is so much
more that unite us than divide
us. There is so much beauty
waiting to be discovered.
Beauty that resides both
outside and inside us.
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This was absolutely the busi-
est Lunar New Year 'hoh'dqy that I have
ever had but I was proud of what L had
done in this holiday. We set up a stall
in the Fo Hui Flower Market aoll by
ourselves!

When I first heard of the
news that the school, the Parent-
Teacher Associqtion and the qlumni
were going to sponsor the Student
Union to plan and run a stall I was
excited and hervous. This was the
first time for our school to plqy q part
in the flower market and even our
teacher advisors did not know much
about setting up o stall business.
However, L knew it would definitely be
a great experience for my schoolmates
and myself. We hope we can bring
something New to our School!

At the beginning, we didn't
know where or how to start and the
most difficult part was to import prod-
ucts from different companies since
we didn't know what kinds of products
were suitable for our stall. Luckily,
with the help of some teachers and
parents, and also with the great effort
put in by our schoolmates, we were
able to find some companies to supply

.

You see? Everyone enjoyed themselves!
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some of our products. Moreoven
there were also some of the prod-
ucts designed by our schoolmates
and we were all proud of those prod-
ucts.

Besides the problems of
importing goods, we also had many
meetings about our target custom-
ers, set-up of the booth, and some
preparation for other unexpected
Situations. Teachers, parents and
alumni led us to think and plan care-
fully. It was good training for our
planning and organizational skills.

Before the Lunar New Year
holiday, we needed to set up the
booth and prepare for the bad
weather. We used some steel to build
up a shelter for our customers all by
ourselves. Also, we put up some
decorations and made our owh stall
sign. We were all satisfied with our
work and it was o special experience
for us since we had never dohe this
kind of engineering work.

on the first two days, the
weather was so bad that we were
worried about our business. Luckily,
with the passion of our teachers and

Our schoolmates showed great Support
for our stall
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schoolmates and the support of the
parents and alumni, we still had a
good  start.  Everything  went
smoothly in the following days ahd
we enjoyed facing different kinds of
customers. The media also inter-
viewed us and we Tound ourselves in
the Oriental inly the next day. A kid
who wore our self-designed ‘Lucky
Mouse Hat" appeared in a TV news
report too!

Finally, oll the goods were
sold out and the profit gained is
$8949. We were pleased with this
result but the biggest profit we
gained was the experience and
friendship. I found some of my
schoolmates who were shy and quiet
in the beginning changed a lot. They
became confident and outgoing and
they are willing to share their
thought with others. We became
good friends after oll of this experi-
ence. We supported each other
during times of hardship and we
shared and enjoyed every moment in
the stall. For me, this is the best
part of my memory in my secondary
school life and L am quite sure my
schoolmates have the same thought
as mel

i i
one of our parents prepared some
homemade. drinks for us!



TO MISS LIN, WITH LOVE...
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Ms Agnes Lin Scholarship  #ffdidfe 4% e 4;

A new scholarship has been set up to award students who can
achieve outstanding results in Chemistry. It may, in future,
expand to include students with outstanding achievements in
academics or sports. The amount and number of awards will
be determined jointly and annually by the Principal of BHJS
and Miss Lin.

The scholarship was advocated and contributed initially by 24
graduates of 1974, and is now under the management of
BHJS. All alumni are welcome to contribute, regardless of
amount. Cheques should be drawn in favour of "Bishop Hall
Jubilee School" and sent to "2C Oxford Road, Bishop Hall
Jubilee School, Kowloon, Attn. Ms Agnes Lin". Donors (if they
wish to disclose) should write down their name and address
and mark "For Ms Lin's Scholarship" at the back of their
cheque. Receipts will be issued. For enquiry, please contact
Alumni's Secretary Edward Liong Kwan on 9476 1094.

We appeal to all alumni to support this meaningful fund-raising
campaign. Please send your contribution to school without
hesitation.
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BISHOP HALL JUBILEE SCHOOL ALUMNI LIMITED
CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

| have pleasure to report the principal activities of the association for the past year as follows.

On 1 December 2007, the Alumni and the School held the second Silver Jubilean Ceremony for past students graduated in the years 1982,
1977, 1972, 1964 to 67 and other eligible years. There were over a hundred alumni participated who were coronated by Principal Peter
KWOK and past and present teachers. Alumni for consecutive years are welcome to join in the years to come.

Following the Silver Jubilean Ceremony, the Annual General Meeting and the annual dinner were held at Renfrew Restaurant in that
evening. There were about 170 participants.

Under the leadership of Mrs Carol TANG and Mr James WONG, and with the help of Ms Irene HO of BHJS, the mentorship scheme has
entered into the third year. Seminars were held where senior alumni have shared their experience in their professions with students. Partici-
pation of the students has further improved and their feed back is encouraging. Summer vacation training was organized for some of the
students.

The Alumni acted as one of the three sponsors (the School and the Parents and Teachers Association included) to support a project under-
taken by the students in operating a business booth at the Chinese New Year Bazaar. The total investment was HK$50,000 shared by the
three sponsors and the students. The project was successfully run and it managed to gain a profit which was donated to the School. The
participating students have given their positive reports on this project.

The Alumni has approved sponsorship to support students to attend learning trips to Asian countries for HK$5,000 for each of the coming
three years.

The Executive Committee has decided to waive the entrance fees for alumni joining the Alumni for a period ending 31 December 2008 to
encourage more enrolment. Notable results were achieved.

On 18 July 2008, the Alumni arganized a thanksgiving dinner in honor of Miss Agnes LIN (Vice Principal) for her retirement after serving the
School for 38 years. There were over 300 alumni participated. They are graduates from the 60s, 70s, and all the way up to the new millen-
nium. Such overwhelming responses have demonstrated the respect and affection of the graduates to Miss Lin. We all had an enjoyable and
memorable evening.

During the year, the Executive Committee held meetings since the last Annual General Meeting on the following dates:
22 January 2008;

15 May 2008;

14 August 2008.

The next Silver Jubilean Ceremony, the Annual General Meeting, and the annual dinner will be held on Saturday 15 November 2008. The
Executive Committee will retire at the end of this Annual General Meeting and a new committee will have to be elected. Your participation is
welcome. Please visit the Alumni's website for details.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank the Executive Committee members, the School, and other alumni who all have served the Alumni
with their hearts. This is my last term of office and | am glad that | had taken up this commitment four years back. | have made many friends
and | enjoy every moment working, eating, and laughing with all of you at the table, in the hall, and on the playground. Thank you!

P
AU Yan Alfred
Chairman
Hong Kong, 9 September 2008.
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